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 CALENDER FOR 
SPECIAL EVENTS IN 
JA-YE EUROPA   

•  JA-YE Europe Graduate 
program competition, in 
the Netherlands,       
July 7-9, 2006 

• JA-YE Alumni         
Conference, in Paris, 
July 11-16, 2006  

• JA-YE Europa Company 
competition, in         
Switzerland,          
August 3-4, 2006 
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Hey all’   

They say that short and sweat is better than long and dull, lets hope for this 
newsletter´s sake that they're right… 

Here you have the first summer newsletter in a special short edition.      
But don't let the fact that it's short foul you, there are still some great    

articles coming your way. 

For example a story of two girls from the Netherlands networking  in 
Brussels and the Winter AlumniMeeting between the alumnies from Latvia 

and Lithuania  

So until next time, enjoy 

Created by Tobias Dörpinghaus 

  

   Opportunities to Study at US Universities 

You will not want to miss this international student survival guide! 

Visit http://infozap.collegeview.com/brc/brcinfozapform.jsp?
productPlacementLocationID=1605&areaIdFk=7&title=Junior Achievement - 
Europe to  read more about Hobsons’ guides, receive specific information about US 
colleges and universities, and register to win a scholarship for USD $2,000. 

Hobsons and Junior Achievement Europe are proud partners. 

Don't forget our incredible partner's awesome offers 



 

Man is born 
to live  

and not to 
prepare to 

live 

- Boris 
Pasternak 
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Iris van Heesch was invited by Junior Achievement Young Enterprises to come to Brussels 
March 15th and 16th to participate in the conference: ‘Young female entrepreneurs: a new 

generation in enterprise’.  

During a three minute session Iris had to make her “pitch” about “Rolin Art” the company 
she started up again after Junior Achievement. 

She was competing against four other women from different European countries and all got 
the opportunity to impress investors about their own company. After the five ‘pitches’ the 

audience had chosen the venture that appealed the most!  

The preceding day we were invited to the annual dinner organized by Junior Achievement 
Young Enterprise. Iris asked me to join her to Brussels and so I did. 

Brussels…. 

First impression: We hate it!!!! 

Driving through Belgium is one thing, finding our hotel in Brussels.. that’s a different 
story!!! It took us two hours and a lot of asking around (of course the cabdrivers we asked 
only spoke French!!) but finally we made it to the hotel!! 

Second impression: We love it!!!! 

We arrived at the hotel where the dinner was held. Thinking of JA-YE as an organization 
that is totally devoted to youngsters, we expected  to meet a lot of young people….Well, 
the age level starts at 30!!!! But what an impressive audience, among them the CEO of Gen-
eral Electric International, the CEO of Bata, the CEO of Citigroup Europe, Middle East & 
Africa and many more impressive people to meet. 

 

On Thursday we left our hotel early, just to be sure to get at the summit in time. Of course 
this time we found our way without any problems. We parked the car at the parking lot and 
believe it or not, but there were four shuttles (brand-new Saab) ready to take us to the en-

trance of the European Business Summit. A mere 300 meters away…   

 

The list of impressive people is continuing, the minister of foreign affairs of Turkey and Bel-
gium, the CEO of Shell and Christian Weinberger, Head of Entrepreneurship, European 
Commission who moderates the session from JA-YE. 

We met Sahin Ergec (external affairs national board Young Business Talents) at the entrance 
of Tour & Taxis. We were pleased to see a familiar face and he joined us to the summit. Iris 
was getting nervous at this point Sahin asked her to show the presentation and gave her some 
advice to ease her mind. He was using Erik van den Dobbelsteen as an example (Chairman of 
Young Business Talents), you never see him nervous but underneath the surface everybody 
is nervous for a presentation. If you aren’t , you just don’t care about it.    

At 11.45 the session starts, after four good presentations by competitors from Poland, Nor-
way, Estonia and Sweden, it is Iris’ turn. She gave a very convincing presentation  about 
Rolin’art and even had the chance to tell something about Young Business Talents (the 
Dutch alumni organization of JA YE) and the Global Dutch, a business lifestyle magazine and 
one of Young Business Talents’ sponsors in the Netherlands.  

Unfortunately she didn’t win the contest. The girls from Sweden and Norway could tell a 
lot about their turnover. It was very impressive, but it also needs to be mentioned, that they 
started their company four or five years ago. Iris started only 9 months ago, so she still has a 
long road to go. 

Visiting the European Business Summit 
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Man is not the 
creature of 

circumstances; 
circumstances 

are the 
creatures of 

men 

- Benjamin 
Disraeli 

Winning students for MESE is a JA-YE Alumni event when alumni members, confident in 
their skills in MESE promote the simulation in educational institutions. In February 2006 
JA-YE Alumni Business Club in Bulgaria organized 4 MESE trainings in different schools. 
Alumni members as lecturers, coaches and administrators presented MESE in their cur-
rent or formal schools and made an internal 1 day competition after all trainings. More 
than 50 students participated and they all signed up for the national MESE forming 15 
teams. It’s a good start. Next year we plan to spread the trainings in more schools and 
make a second 1 day MESE competition, with the new top teams, preceding the national 
MESE. We hope that the Winning students for MESE program will become a tradition 
and eventually will spread outside Bulgaria.  

 

Dobromir Dobrinov  

President JA-YE Alumni Business Club Bulgaria  

After the session the three of us talked with some people and around two o’clock Iris and I are 
heading home. This time without getting lost and in one hour we are back in the Netherlands. 

We had two inspiring days. We met loads of people, we networked and certainly learned a 
lot. 

We would like to thank JA-YE for giving us the opportunity to be at the annual dinner and 
participate in the European Business Summit.  Goodbye for now and until the next time! 

Young Business Talents, The Netherlands  

Wyona Praet  praet@ybt.nl & Iris van Heesch  heesch@ybt.nl  

www.rolinart.nl 

Winning students for MESE getting Started in Bulgaria 

International cooperation, collaboration of different people sharing the same vision has been a 
benchmark of a JA – YE Alumni organization already from the beginning. 

It is more than easy to lose a vision of one’s efforts, if the whole picture is nowhere to be 
seen. It is important to understand or feel the scale and impact of every day’s operations 
within JA – YE. 

To empower this understanding and to broaden Alumni’s horizons, youngsters from Latvia 
and Lithuania met in a two-day long leisure and working event LV*LT Winter AlumniMeets.  

The meeting took place on 29th and 30th of January 2006 in Rīga and Jūrmala. 

Always actual dilemma whether to have a day of fun and then a day of hard work or to organ-
ize activities in reverse order was resolved in favor of fun.  

Alumni got acquainted with each other through various ice-breaking activities, played bowl-
ing as well as tasted national food in the biggest outdoors restaurant in Latvia.  

On the second day, work began. Group works and discussions followed presentations of the 
Alumni representatives of each country. Basic agreements were made and willingness to cor-
porate was expressed. The aim of the LV*LT Winter AlumniMeets was to meet colleagues 
and to assess problems and achievements from a different viewpoint. 

Igors Grigorjevs 

Laura Krasovska 

JA-YE Latvija Alumni club 

LV*LT AlumniMeets 



 
International 
co-ordinator: 

  
Brynhild 

Vinskei  From 
Norway 

 
E-Mail:  

brynhild. 
vinskei@ue.no 
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If you want to write an  
article for the next issue of 
FLYING HIGH you can   
contact the representative in 
your country: 
 Armenia:  
Ani Movsisyan   
animovsisyan@hotmail.com 
Austria: 
Katharina Krenn 
newsletter@alumni-austria.org 
Bulgaria:  
Dobromir Dobrinov  
doby_king@yahoo.com 
Belgium:  
Pilar Saenz  
psaenzpa@ulb.ac.be 
Czech Republic:  
Pavel Pelech 
alumni@pelech.cz 
Denmark:  
Louise Larsen   
Louiselarsen17@yahoo.dk  

Estonie:  
Sten Saar 
Sten.saar@realister.ee  
Finland: 
Mikko Jaatinen 
mikko@nuoriyrittajyys.fi 
France:  
Damien Spada  
Damien.spada@wanadoo.fr 
Germany:  
Tobias   
4yourTobi@gmx.de  
Hungary:  
Eva Balogb  
europaa@freemail.hu 
Latvia:  
Igors Grigorjevs  
IgorsGrigorjevs@inbox.lv 
Lithuania:  
Nerijus Malinauskas  
mnerijus@mail.lt  
Moldova:  
Diana Casapu   

dianacasapu@yahoo.com  

Netherlands: 
Matthij de Boer 
deboer@ybt.nl 
Norway:  
Amir   
arp200885@msn.com  
Romania:  
Lucian Maican 
Lucian@euro.ro 
Slovakia:  
Ivana Hrabcova 
aivanka@post.sk   
Switzerland: 
Nicole Heim 
Nicole.heim@young-
enterprise.ch 
Ukraine:  
Natalia Dubchak  
natali_ua2000@yahoo.com  
United Kingdom:  
Ian Bishop 
bi_a_shop@hotmail.com 

DO YOU WANT TO HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE NEWSLETTER?  

 IF ANYBODY HAS ANY QUESTIONS 
FOR THE NEWSLETTER OR ANY 
IDEAS HOW WE CAN MAKE IT 

BETTER I WOULD LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU.! REMEMBER THAT WE 

CAN ALWAYS ACHIEVE MORE 
 

-LOUISE LARSEN  

Summer’s on the way... 


